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Fact 1: The level of university-
business interaction varies hugely 



Fact 2: University interaction is much 
wider than local business base 



Fact 3: University spin-out are high 
value but are few in number 



Fact 4: Universities play an 
important role in employment„ 

 



„and consumption 



Fact 5: Universities’ principle 
role is as an educator 



“Knowledge workers” are 
important„ 



„but people follow opportunity„ 



„And graduates are only part of the 
skills story 

5 A*-C 5 A*-C inc Maths & 
English 



Key findings 

• The main impact of a university on its city economy is 
through the attraction of students as consumers and 
through their levels of employment in a city economy. 

 

• The direct impact of universities on businesses in their 
host cities is currently low, but their impact goes far 
beyond the business base of their host city.  

 

•Graduates are important for economic performance, but 
they follow economic opportunity. 



Any Questions? 
 

Paul Swinney 

p.swinney@centreforcities.org 

020 7803 4305 

www.centreforcities.org 

 

mailto:p.swinney@centreforcities.org

